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voluntary classes. We were met by Diréctrice Mme Benbella 

Malika. The Centre was very much her baby and she was 

devoted to the needs of this community. There were many 

comparisons with what she was achieving in Azrou and what I 

aim for in the High Atlas Mountains but not only did they teach 

crafts such as carpet weaving, this was also a magnificent 

medical centre, providing invaluable care, education and advice.

The centre relies on sponsorship and external funding as does 

the Eve Branson Foundation. Our big annual Polo fundraising 

event that raises most of our funds and keeps us afloat will 

next year take place over the weekend of Saturday 25th April 

2015, so please keep the weekend free to join us in Marrakech!

Malika and I exchanged ideas and viewed each other’s 

documentaries – I hope she will one day have the chance to 

visit our communities in the High Atlas Mountains.

On our last evening, President Driss Ouaouicha had 

arranged for some 60 odd students and teachers to attend 

a seminar at the university, where everyone looked at the 

EBF documentaries on the large screens. Driss then made a 

short speech about our work and presented me with a super 

engraved silver plate!

What a wonderful ending to a very special few days as a guest 

of the Al Akhawayn University in Ifrane. I returned home aware 

that these 2100 students will one day go out into the world and 

will impart all the knowledge they’ve gained, hopefully with the 

humility and love they demonstrated during my visit.

Good luck and bless them all!

Eve Branson

Exploring Ifrane and the 
surrounding area
The city of Ifrane is itself unusual in Morocco as it was purpose 
built in 1928 by the French military as a French resort when 
they were resident until 1956. It serves almost as a living 
museum of Colonial French architecture. The surrounding 
mass of cedar forest shows in the abundance of woodwork in 
the architecture and wild boar and Barbary apes, like those of 
Gibraltar, are a common sight. In fact, until as recently as the 
1950s there used to be mountain lions in these forests – now the 
only lion that remains is the city’s beautiful stone mascot, sculpted 
in the 1930s and a popular tourist attraction. What a day!

The following day, we visited some of the community projects 

supported by the university, most notably an inspiring ‘Centre 

for Community Development’ in the nearby city of Azrou.

On the short drive to Azrou, we saw the many new trees 

that have been planted along the road side, to replace those 

removed to make space for the Royal Palace currently being 

built high up in the mountainous cedar forests.

Azrou itself is the largest and oldest city in the area, being 

centuries old and has a population of 60-70,000. It is built in 

the mouth of an ancient volcano and you can make out the rim 

of this volcano surrounding the city.

‘The Centre for Community Development in Azrou’ offers 

health care for women and children, as well as pre-professional 

training for all the community, through workshops and 

I received a glowing report from Danielle Ford at the 

Eve Branson Foundation and Zoubair, our interpreter, 

about our three impoverished villages in the High 

Atlas Mountains which was very encouraging. I am 

especially looking forward to visiting everyone 

during my Christmas visit. Whilst I am staying there 

I hope to find another village in need of our help, 

a challenge I love, so I will be sure to keep you 

informed of progress on that front!

A visit to Fez 
Meanwhile, I recently spent an amazing and educational 

four days in a different part of Morocco as an invited 

guest of the Al Akhawayn University in Ifrane, which is 

further north and east of Marrakech and situated in the 

Middle Atlas Mountains near Fez.

It is quite a difficult area to reach, so my son Richard 

very kindly chartered a plane for my secretary Amie 

and me to fly direct – such a treat! And so it was that 

on Tuesday 14th October, we touched down in Fes Saiss 

Menares Airport, empty, save for one other plane and 

the many police and security guards.

We were met by Rachid Laghnimi, Director of the 

Security and Safety Department at the university and 

were swiftly welcomed to Morocco with a call from the 

President of the university, Driss Ouaouicha.

We felt like royalty as Rachid swept us off in a limousine 

to the Michlifen Hotel, Ifrane, where we would be 

staying for the next 3 days. A vast hotel in stunning 

surroundings of the world’s largest cedar forest! Our 

hosts, Driss and Abdu Saoud, Honorary Moroccan 

Consul in California then met us for dinner and briefed 

us on the days ahead.

On waking the next day the October sun was streaming 

in through our windows and the air at over 5000ft was 

noticeably clean and pure, the mountains beautiful and 

covered with lush trees. King Mohammed VI stays in 

Ifrane himself a few times a year to enjoy the skiing on 

these mountains and his father, the late King Hassan II 

of Morocco chose to reside in Fez as opposed to Rabat 

for the cleaner air quality that aggravated his asthma less.

After breakfast, Driss and Abdu met us to embark on a 

tour of the university and its facilities.

Al Akhawayn University
The Al Akhawayn University in Ifrane was founded in 1993 

by Royal Dahir (decree) and opened its doors to students in 

January 1995. It bases itself on principles of diversity and an 

international outlook, using the American university system as 

its model and English as the language of instruction. It offers 

three tier teaching: 

• Academic training 

• Scientific / technical research 

• Social responsibility

‘Al Akhawayn’ itself translates as ‘two brothers’ and refers to 

King Fahd of Saudi Arabia, who largely funded it, and King 

Hassan II of Morocco, whose dream it was to build such a 

university. Our first impression was that all the buildings of 

the university and of Ifrane had been designed with snow in 

mind, with pointed roofs like a Swiss mountain village! We 

then visited a magnificent three floor library – one of the most 

complete libraries in Morocco we were told. On to the Olympic 

sized swimming pool and the many student areas, training 

trading room and no less than three auditoriums of varying 

sizes, serving all sorts of purposes. Among a number of subject 

ranging from physics and mathematics to social sciences, 

history and international studies, the largest department at the 

university is engineering, with over 500 pupils out of a total of 

2100 studying the discipline.

The university mosque is built as a replica of the Koutoubia in 

Marrakech, a mosque I am familiar with as you can imagine!

As part of the university’s commitment to its principles of 

diversity and an international outlook, the university’s mission 

is driven by values of human solidarity and tolerance and 

students have to complete a minimum of 60 hours community 

service to complete their degrees.

We were fascinated to hear about how the university was 

built from an endowment given by King Fahd of Saudi Arabia 

when a Saudi oil tanker spilt its load off the coast of Morocco 

– the money was intended to pay for the considerable clean-

up operation however, the clean-up was never realised as 

strong winds blew the oil spill away from the coast, leaving the 

endowment to be used to create the university.

HOW CAN I HELP?
If you’re visiting Kasbah Tamadot please ask a 

member of the team about visiting some of the 

projects the Eve Branson Foundation is working 

on. The Berber Boutique is located on the main 

road outside Kasbah Tamadot and sells a variety 

of locally produced goods with a portion of the 

proceeds going back to the community.

You can also donate directly to the project by 

visiting www.virginunite.com and clicking on the 

‘make adonation’ button. You can select the Eve 

Branson Foundation from the list of active projects.

UNIVERSITY SWIMMING POOL

AZROU COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT CENTRE

THE CENTRE FOR COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT IN AZROU’ OFFERS 
HEALTH CARE FOR WOMEN AND 
CHILDREN, AS WELL AS PRE-
PROFESSIONAL TRAINING FOR ALL THE 
COMMUNITY (...)
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